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DEMOLAY NATIONAL YOUTH SPEECH CONTEST                                               
 
 
PARTICIPANT ENTRY FORM 

 
__________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Name of Participant          Date 
 
__________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Address of Participant       
 
__________________________________________ 
Name of DeMolay Chapter  
 
_______________________________________________ 
Classification:  Junior Division (12 – 15 years of age) Senior Division (16 – 20 years of age) 
 
Currently I am enrolled in the above-named DeMolay chapter, and wish to enter the DeMolay Youth 
Speech Contest.  It is my understanding that I am to present if you wish with notes a 3-5 minute 
speech for Junior Division participants and a 5-8 minute speech for Senior Division participants with 
both categories presenting on the topic of “What’s right about America?” on February 23rd at Al 
Menah Shrine in Nashville.  If successful as a State Champion, I will compete in the Regional DeMolay 
Contest and possibly the National DeMolay Speech Contest. 
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________________ 
Signature of DeMolay Participant  Signature of Sponsoring Advisor 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR SPEECH CONTEST: 
 
Jurisdictional Contest: February 23, 2008 
Regional Contest: TBA 
National Contest: June 18th Anaheim, CA 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO: 
 

William R. Schwartz, Jr 
2008 Prescott Way 

Spring Hill, TN 37174 9284 
 

Reg ist r a t ion  d u e Feb r u ar y  9 , 2 0 0 8 ! ! !  



 

  

 
DEMOLAY NATIONAL YOUTH SPEECH CONTEST 

RULES AND PROCEDURES 
 
 

THE PROGRAM offers the young men of DeMolay an opportunity to speak on a meaningful topic, to 
sharpen their speaking skills, and to gain recognition in addition to possible monetary rewards. The youth 
participant will learn about our great country and be given an opportunity to express their thoughts and ideas. 
DeMolay International, of course, becomes the beneficiary of all the stimulating and satisfying feelings that 
come from a service project with todayÕs youth of DeMolay. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  Any junior division and/or senior division aged young men are eligible. A DeMolay 
participant may enter the contest in his home jurisdiction. 
 
 
BECOMING A CONTESTANT:  A DeMolay may enter the Speech Contest of his home jurisdiction by: 
1) Completing an application form for the contest that is available through their Executive Officer and/or 
jurisdictional leadership; 
2) Speaking WITH or WITHOUT NOTES on the topic ÒWhatÕs right about America?Ó at a designated event 
of the DeMolay Jurisdiction arranged by the Executive Officer and/or jurisdictional leadership. 
 
 
COMPOSING THE SPEECH:  Participants are expected to do research on the topic, and may consult 
teachers, parents, Masonic leaders, Advisors or others about their speech. Participants should inform 
themselves on the basis of judging. Time limits for the speech:  3 to 5 minutes for junior division young men 
and 5 to 8 minutes for senior division young men. The participants will deliver their speeches with or without 
notes at all levels of competition. 
 
 
CONDUCTING THE CONTEST:  Speech Contest Chairman or designated official of the Executive 
Officer of the DeMolay Jurisdiction is responsible for contacting DeMolay chapters, gathering applications, 
and enforcing contest rules.  He will be in charge of the contest held at a designated special event of the 
jurisdiction. 
 
At least three Judges, two Timekeepers, and two Tellers should be on hand for the Speech Contest. Judges 
may be Masons or Advisors of the DeMolay Jurisdiction or others invited guests to act as such, e.g., 
teachers.  Podium and microphone, if available, can be used at the discretion of the contestant. 
 
Judges shall weigh each speech on basis of 1 to 100 points using these criteria: 

1-30 points for Delivery.  
1-35 points for Originality. 
1-35 points for Content. 

 
Timekeepers will time speeches, and Tellers will deduct 5 points from a contestantÕs score for each minute 
or fraction thereof for a speech less than the required times as previously stated. 
 
For fairness, participants should be introduced by numbers, which they draw, not by names, or DeMolay 
chapters.  After the speeches, while Judges, Timekeepers, and Tellers are at work, each  



 

  

 
 
DeMolay participant can introduce himself, saying a few words about his background and what he has gotten 
from the contest. 
 
No person should be allowed to enter or leave the room during a speech. No speech should be applauded, as 
this may influence scoring.  Applause can take place later after each participant has introduced himself. 
 
PUBLICITY:  The Jurisdictional Youth Speech Contest Chairperson, in contacting DeMolay chapters, will 
supply them with notice of the contest and forms for entrants. It would be ideal to hold the DeMolay Speech 
Contest in conjunction with your Annual Conclave or Convention, if feasible.  Assistance from the Chapter 
Advisors and jurisdictional leaders is essential for the success of the program.  Please designate someone 
from your jurisdictional leadership team to contact the media and submit news releases to the press and 
media about the contest and winners.   
 
AWARD: Tennessee DeMolay will award the winners at the state level a $75 award for First Place, $50 
for second place, and $25 for Third place. Winners at the Regional and National levels are eligible for 
larger prizes as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      



 

  

 
DEMOLAY NATIONAL YOUTH SPEECH CONTEST 

 
SAMPLE JUDGE’S SCORE SHEET 

 
 
                   CONTESTANT’S CODE NUMBERS 
                  _______________________________________________________  
CRITERIA                                                       1       2      3      4       5       6        7      8       9       10      11       12 
1. DELIVERY 
 A. ENUNCIATION AND 
  PRONUNCIATION  1-10 
 B. EXPRESSIVENESS  
  AND POISE  1-10 
 C. SINCERITY  
  AND TONE  1-10 
 MAXIMUM SCORE 30   
2. ORIGINALITY 
 A. POSITIVE 
  APPROACH  1-10 
 B. USE OF  
  IMAGINATION 1-10 
 C. INDIVIDUALISTIC 
  APPROACH  1-10 
 D. HUMAN INTEREST 
  APPROACH  1-5 
 MAXIMUM SCORE 35   
3. CONTENT 
 A. RELATES TO  
  SUBJECT  1-15 
 B. LOGICAL 
  DEVELOPMENT 1-10 
 C. CLARITY OF 
  IDEAS  1-10 
 MAXIMUM SCORE   35 
 TOTAL 
 MAXIMUM SCORE.....100 
 
 
 DATE_____________________________  CONTEST LOCATION __________________________ 
 
 JUDGE’S SIGNATURE ___________________________________________ 
 

JUDGES:  DO NOT TALLY THIS SHEET!  


